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Miathemafics is and will abways be front ofmind for both the governmment and private sector. This vear has seen a dranmtic merease
in learners regstening r the Souftm Afhican Mathenmtics Olvirpiad wiich proves that our office, as wel as others who are
passionate about mathematics, has been domg somrefing risht dunne 2012

In spite of the text book deback and ofher challenses around education, teachers and leamers are still working hard at creating a
finwre for our beautifil country. Matherratics & the one subject that teaches people how to solve problens and i is ths quality that
makes an individual a leader. Mathenrafics can, and will create leaders in politics, business, sdence, educafion and even sport and
TS,

It i= for fins very reason that the country can be proud to host the 35th anmial Infernational Mathematical Okmpiad next vear. The
South A fican Mattemafics Foundation will be hosting more than 600 high school learners from over 100 countries at the University
of Cape Town for a batfle to be crowned the world's best young mathematician

But, i the meamwhile we should not ke our focus off the evervday education of voung people i the art of problem solving. We

urge vou, whether vou are a teacher, parent, student or corporate isess person, 0 joinus h promoing mathenatics asa crucal
subject not only for the individual, but also for the country and the rest of the world.

Kecord entries for South African Mathematics Olympiad

This vear, a total of 81 578 leamers fom 1031 schools registered for the first round of South A fica's bigoest Ofmpiad. Thatis
22 000 kearners more than in 2012 and & also a Imge merease on the previous record of 60 418 enfries setin 2009,

A tofal or 199 schools parficipated i the Olyirpiad for the first ine ever this vear.

The first round took place at schools on 14 March and teachers can announce fhe results to their leamers as soon as they have
marked the 1st round scrpts.

The second round wil take place on 14 May with the finals on 9 Septerrber. The counfry's top voung mathenmticians will be
recetving their medals at the Ammial Gala Awards evening on 12 October.
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Girls from Waverkey's High School affer writing the first round.

Official laumch of the International M athematical Olympiad 2014

Cmn 13 Febmary a group of promment busmess people attended the Bunch ofthe 35t Ammal Infematioml Mathenmfical Olyimpiad
(IMCO) at the Manhattan Hotel in Pretona, hosted by the National Treasury.

The purpose of the launch was to neke corporate South Affica aware of the sponsorship packages avaiable wiich will assist us m
covenng the costs mvolved m hosting such a prestegious event

Hostmg the IMO 2014 iz a Imge responsbility. The host counfry is responsible fr all aspects of the organizafion of the IMO and
pays all the costs, mcluding accommodation, meals, local travel, airport ransirs, excursions, enferiamment and other acviies.

A murber of corporate orgamisations have already plegded ther support and official sponsors will be ammounced soon

Teachers excell at Harmony Teacher Development Progranmme

The Harmomny Teacher Development Programime is a short course for teadhers to improve their skills m sobing Olyirpiad tvpe
mathenrafical problems. It is available fee of charge as a live taught or DVD course and cerfificates are issued which mav be used
for confimious profssional development.

Earfier this vear MrPJ van Wi, a nmth teacher at the Tshwane Chiistian School as wel as Mr J Comelissen of Tiks Sport High
School received a prize for completing all three levels of the framing programme. Says Mr Van Wi "This three vear joumey has
been a very enlightening expenence for me"

We encourage all mathenmfical teachers fo ke advaniage ofthis umque opporiunity o improve their problem solving skills.
Teachers can then go back fo thetr classroom to fram and enter their leamers m the South Afncan Mathenmtics Olynpiad, which wi
reslt m a better qualitv of product fromthe schools and will put thetr learnersina posifion to reap higher achievement levels at

Mr van Wik (leff) and Mr Cornelissen recening fheir prizes.

Sivangoba M aths Experience Day

The Sivangoba Regonal Olyimpiad Thaming Programme, orgamsed by the South Affican Mathenmitics Foundation (SAME), isa
Department of Sdence and Technology (DST) supported progranme that aine to develop problentsolving skalls, unlikce m regular
school cumoula where the fooe is more on solving roufine-type questions. Leamers identified through the Soth A fican
Mathematics Olympiad (SAMO) are mited to attend regular classes. On-gomng trainmg will ensure that leamers perform well in iy
SAMO and ofher nathemafical compefiions, aswel as the 35t Infernafional Mathenmfical Olvimpiad that will be hosted in Cape
Towm during Tuly next vear.

Approxinmtely 400 leamers attended classes on a regular basis af ten tranng cenfres m 2012,

With the amm to mcrease parficipation m the Sivangoba Regional Trainng Progranme m 2013, trainmg cenfres hosted a Mathematics
Experience Day dunng the nonth of February. The event was used o promote mathermatics as subject and fo select learners for thy
programme.

Bersan Lesch Deputy Director, Talent for SET Careers at the Departirent of Science & Tedmology says that the success ofthe
programme can be clearly seen i kearners' pleasing performance m the SAMO , espedally since the frarmng programime is sill inifs

s



UTANCY (It CONITENCS0 H1 AUZUSE ZULL ).

208 learners qualified for the second round oflast vear's SAMO and a fiwther 37 advanced to the fnal round. A total of 327 ofthe
learners on the trainng programime have been selected fo participate in the Southem African Inter-provincial Mathenatics Obipiad
lastyvear. Smofthe country™s top natonal medallists of the SAMO come fom the framning programme.

Students at the Math Fxpenence Day.

Appointments

ProfNigel Bishop of the South A fican Mathematical Society has been elected as Chairperson of the SAME Board for 20134,
Dr Willem Conradie (UT) and D Ducan Samson (Rhodes University) have been appointed on the SAMO Committee.

Dr Jav van Zyl (Rhodes University) has been appointed as IMO kader and Dirk Basson (SU) as deputy leader.

Macek Stantaewicz (UCT) has been appomted as PAMO leader and Phil Labuschagne (UCT) as deputy leader.

The llowmng people have been appomied fo serve on the 2014 IMO's Local Organsing Commifies:

Prof Joln Webb (University of Cape Town): Comvener, menber of MO Adwvisory Boand
Prof Johan Mever (University of the Free State): Chaiman, Problems C omumities

Prof Dirde Laure (University of Stellenbosch): Chief C oordinator

Prof Sizwe Mabiela (Rhodes University): Charnman, IMO Tury

Prof Nic Heiderman (University of Cape Town): Affican liason

Prof Damel Makinde (Cape Pemnsula University of Technology): A fican liaison

Prof Johamn Engebrecht (Execufive Director, SAME)

Ms Flie Olvier (Operational Manager, SAMF)
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