South African Mathematics Foundation

Privwie Bag K 173
Fruioris
1088

Tat = TTIE 29172 “ [ |
SAMF eNewsletter - N overber 2013
Foreword - Prof Johann Engelbrechi

5A's Top Youns Mathenmticians Awarded

Thousands of Primary School Math Boffins Conpete

Western Cape Mathematics T eams in First Place

Inaportant 2014 Dates

Foreword - Prof Johamn FE ngelbrecht

The fnrth and final quarter of the vear highlights the South Affican Mathematics Foundation's actfifies through fs Armial Gala
Avards Eventne, winch was held at the K opanong Hotel inBenomni on 12 October fins year. I would ike to congratilate Robin
Visser and Bronson Fudner fr bethg ammounced the over-all wimmers in this vears South Affican Matherratics Obyrpiad.

Furthermore 1 would lke to congranilate each of the more than 120 000 primary- and hish school leamers, as well as thetr teachers,
in fheir perfommance n this year's South Afican Matherratics Challense and -Olynrpiad. Talang part in these conpetiions bensfis
each and everyleamer, whether they nale it to the final round or not We would lee fo thark the teachers for all their hard work
preparing the kearners for parficipation and for nofivating the leamers o take part each vear, s inproving their performmance as
fhey gath more expenence at Olyipiad natherrafics over fime.

MNext vear = going to be an mportant one for Mathenatics m South Afiica. In July 2014 the country will be hosting the Infermationa
Mathematical Okmnpiad at the University of Cape Town We expect more than 600 of the world's top voung nathematicians to
compets m fis prestisious Olympiad.

The South A fican teamwill be announced towards the end of May next vear and the selection process r the team will commence
at the first ofthree trainng camps to be held m Decendber fiis vear. Leamers who excelled dumng the third round ofthe South
Afcan Mathematics Olvimpiad fhis vear, defimitely stand a chance at bemng chosen fo represent their country in July next vear, but
nobody = exchded at this stage - performance in fhe South Afican Mathematics Olvirpiad = not the onlv cnteria that is used when
we select the team

Leamers who would like to represent thetr counfry at the Infemational Mathematical Obmrpiad in Thailand in 2015 should register
for next vear's South A fiican Mathematics Obyimpiad. Teachers can be on the look-out for the registration form that will be sent to
their respective schools early in the New Vear. The fist round of this national Obmpiad for high school leamers will take place
dunng March For nore mfommation on the actvifies and programmes plarmed r next vear, please confact our head office.

In cosure Twould lice to thank all the people who selflessly conmbuted to our nathematics aciviies tis vear. Without vour
parficipation it would not have happened. I also wish each and every one of vou a blessed fesive season Travel safly and rechargs
those batteries. Mav 2014 be a good vear filled withlove, laughter, happmess, success and more methenmtical emjoviment
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SA’s Top Yomg Mathematicians Awarded

On 12 October the South Affican Matherratics Foundation (SAME) amounced Fobm Visser and Bronson Rudner as the counfrv':
top High School nathenmticians of the South Afiican Mafherratics Olvirpiad (SAMO) at thetr anmial award cererromry held at the
Eopanong Hotel in Benom

Gold medallist i the seror division, Robin Visser is a Grade 11 leamer at St George’s Granmmar School in the Western Cape who
descnbes hineelfas weird vet Inmorous. “T would like to thank everyone who kelped me achieve the Gold medal ™ he says. "My
parents, math teachers, math coaches at the murerous universities as well as fiends who don't mind when I talk to nryEe ™ Visser,
who was also a member of the South Affican feam that conpeted at the Infernational Mathenmtical Olyirpiad (JZ\«IDJ n Colombia it
July fhis vear, is also extrenely gratefil for everything the SAME does for Mathenmtics i the country.

A Grade 9 karner at the South Afican College High School (SACS)in the Western Cape, Bronson Rudner is the Gold medallistin
fhe junior division and says that he would like to thank the SAME r organising the SAMO. *Without them, none of this would be
possible,” he confimes. “Twould also lke to thank ni parents, who have supported me wholeheartadly and who have espedally
been ready and willing to help with ransport to ratmng venoes and competiions. My school has also supported me the whole way
and provided me the opporfunty to compete m nathenmics competitions at various kvels”

Organized by the SAMF and sponsored by Harmony Gold Mining Comparry and the South A fican Institute of Charterad
Accountants (SAICA), the SAMO is the biggest Obmpiad ofits kind on the confinent The Olvirpiad consists of three rounds, the
first for wiich 81 440 leamers i Grades 8-12 attempted to sobve Mathenatical problens that are not part of the normal school
cumcubim. Followng the first round m March, 11,847 top perfbrming learners moved on fo the second round that took place in
May with 199 learners from 107 High Schools across the country that competed in the final round in September.

Miashego Mashego, Frecutive Director at Harmory, i3 proud to be assodated with the SAMFE and therr learner as well as teacher
development progranmumes. “Harmony recognises the cofical role of education in transforming South Afica,™ he savs. “The SAMF is
but one ofthe imtatves that forms part of our commitment o the sustainable sodo-economc development and well-being of our
commnnifies.”

“Feachng the second round and ulttmately the fnal is a great acihievement ™ says Chantyl Mulder, Semor Execufive: Transfbrmation
and Growth at SAICA . “Tt shows not just a @lent fr mathematcs and problem solving, but also demonstrates a willmgness o leam
and challenge vourself The chartered accoumtancy profession is in dire need of @lented leamers wip are studving core
mathenmfics”™

Approxinmtely 60 top perfonmng leamers will nowbe tmited to attend the first ofthree Obympiad Trainng Canps m Decenber
during winch the selection ofthe South A fican team fbr the IMO in 2014 will conmence. The IMO 2014 wil be king place m
Cape Town fom 3 to 13 Ruly 2014 and itis the first tme since ifs mception in 1959 that tis anmial Obmpiad will ke place on
Afnican soil.

“In fhis exafing firre where we are preparing and arciously anficipating the IMO t South A fica nest year,” savs Prof Joham
Engebrecht, Execufive Director at the SAMFE_ “We should exploit flis great opporiunity to promotes Mathermfics ruch wider than
for the £w learners that wil nake the South Afican team for fhe IMO. Thope we can take hands with govemment and the private
sector to do somefiing serious shout fthe Mathenmtics sfuafion in fhe enfire country. Matheratics & i e news at the moment.
Lef's malce sure the mressage that Mathematics is essential for the fihwe of the country & comveved and appreciated all over the
counry.”


http://www.samf.ac.za/

For the fill ist of winners, please click here.
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Thousands of Primary School M ath Boffins Compete

Each vear, thousands of leamers i Grades 4 to 7 fom Prmary Schools across the country participate in the South A fican
Mathemafics Challenge. Co-ordinated by the South Aftican Mathenratics Foundation (SAMFE) as well as the Assodation for
Mathemafics Education of South Afica (AMESA)) and sponsored by Sasol, the Challenge saw nore than 71 000 leamers
paricipatmg m the first round wiich took place eardier this vear.

The Challenge, which orimnated in 1977 asa project of AMESA | ains fo improve problem sobing skills in voung leamers fimis
prepanng them for High School and tertiary education as well as equippmg them with imporiant i skdlls.

PamMudirav, Group Commmunity A fairs Manager at Sasol says that the imporfance of Mathenmfics education on primary school
level iz frequently overlooked and fins Challenge addresses the gap that ofien exists between Grade 7 and 8. “Tmproving school-
based educationis one of Sasol's key conmumity development objecives and frough supporting fis Clelleng we want o
encourage children and commmmifies as whole to explore matematics. There are mary nrvihs and beliefs that maths 1s “hard™ and
through mifiatives such as these we hope fo create a love for the subject as children leam fhwough competition and fim ™

Leamers’ achievements are acknowiedzed by awarding Gold, Sibver and Bronze cerfificates based on their results. This vear a total
of 3 662 cerfificates were msued ofwinch 350 where Gold, 1 741 Siver and 1 371 Bronze. The Civ of Tshwane had the highest
murber ofcerfificates issued followed by Cape Town and East London

Prof Johamn Fngelbrecht, Fxecufive Director at the SAMF = delighted with the murber of fenmle participants in the Challenge.
“Historically, mathenmtics and science &= seen as a make actnity. Boys also generally tend to be nmore conpefiive than grls and
although bovys and girls show the sane average perfornmncs in mathenatics the vamation f perbmance = more widey scattered
fhe rale popilation Inthe first round of the Challense 32 199 parficipants were girls conpared to the 31 277 boys fhat comrpetad.”

Another nofable stafisfic is that 29 399 of the kearrers who parficipated m fhe first round were Aftican llowed by 21 492
Caucasian and 7 463 Coloured with the balance Asian “We at SAMF are pleased with the hereased parficipation of Afican
learners in Primary Schools and belisve that fhis stafisfic wil soon be prevalent m parfidpation in ofher Olyimpiads at semior kevel
such as fhe South Affican Mathematics Olymmpiad (SAMO) for Grades 8 to 127

Parficipating in the C hallenge ufimately prepare the leamers Br the SAMO and other Hish School Olvipiads such as the Pan
Afncan Mathematical Obmpiad (PAMO) as well as the Infernational Mathenratical Olyirpiad (IMO), the latter which will be hostec
in Cape Town durmg Juby 2014, It is the first fime fns prestimous Obarpiad will be faking place on the continent since its meeption it
1958.

Westem Cape M athematics Teans in First Place

On 7 Septemrber two teane, one jumor (Grades 8 and 9) and one senior (Grades 10 to 12) fom 16 regons in the counfry
conpeted for first place in the Southem Affican Inferprovincial Mathenmfics Obmmad (SATPMO).

Organized by the South Affican Mathenmtics Foundation (SAME) tn assoctation with the Actuanal Socety of South Afica and
Casio, the first part of the Olymptad was a one-hour indridual problem paper and consisted of 15 problems in mulfiple-choice
format The second paper consisted of ten quite diffcult problens, which teans solved together.



The Western Province teans fom Cape Town made a clean sweep this vear with Westem Provines Team A emerging as the
winners of the Semor Division with their Team A also faking first place m the Jumor Division

Top regions m s Olvinpiad in the Sendor Division are:

¢ Second place — Westem Province Team B

¢ Third place — Team Port Elizabeth from the Eastern Cape
The regions that stood out in the Runor Division are:

o Second place — Sivangoba Team A from the Fastemn Cape
o Thrd place — Sivangoba Team A fom K waZuln-Natal

The capfains of the two winmng teans recetved the teans’ pnzes at the Anmial Gala Award fimcfion that was held on 12 October.

Inportant 2014 Dates

7 February:  Closing date for registration for the South African Mathematics Olympiad (Grades 8-12)
13 March First Round - South A fican Mathematics Olympiad (Grades 8-12)

12-16 May:  First Round - South Afiican Mathematics Challenge (Grades 4-7)

13 Maw: Second Round - South A fican Matherratics Obmpiad (Grades 8-12)

30 July: Fmnal Round - South Afiican Mathematics Challenge (Grades 4-7)

10 Septenrber: Final Round - South Afiican Mathematics Olyirpiad (Grades 8-12)

I Quality mathematics for all www.samf.ac.za
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